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June 19, 1908 



during the week, good. The local crusade against mosquitoes con- 
tinues. The authorities are now engaged in pruning the heavy foliage 
of trees and shrubs throughout the town. 
Bills of health issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



May 29 
June 1 



Vessel. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 




1 
31 2 

iy ii 



1 



















Sanitary conditions at Cacaopanda, Bonitillo, Bonita, and El Por- 

venir, in vicinity of Ceiba. 

Cacaopanda, situated on the beach about 4 miles from Ceiba and 
built exclusively of manaca or palm-thatch houses, is a small settle- 
ment of about 100 Caribs, whose principal industry appears to be 
fishing and the marketing of that product in and around Ceiba. 
Strong northeast trade winds are daily occurrences, and this, combined 
with the absence of fresh water in the proximity, accounts for the 
presence of relatively few mosquitoes. The health and sanitary condi- 
tions are good. The houses are far apart, and the only street in the 
settlement is kept very clean. Very few diseases exist, and were it 
not for the free and uninterrupted daily communication with Ceiba 
very little if any importance would attach to this place from a quaran- 
tine view point. 

Bonitillo is a small village with an estimated population of about 
300 natives and Caribs, situated immediately along the beach, and 
about 6 miles from Ceiba, with which it has daily communication by 
means of a trail along the beach, numerous sailing vessels, and the 
recently constructed railroad. The sanitary conditions are bad. With 
the exception of one house all domiciles are of the manaca type, teem- 
ing with vermin, and far from being in a habitable condition. No 
quarantinable diseases exist, but malarial fevers are very common and 
of frequent occurrence. Mosquitoes, especially Culex and Anopheles, 
are numerous. 

Bonita, built upon a silted estuary originally formed by three small 
rivers, is a settlement of about 50 foreigners. Situated near the beach 
and about 6J miles from Ceiba, with which it enjoys frequent commu 
nication by rail and other means, this place is not an unimportant 
distributing point for bananas and cocoanuts. The sanitary conditions 
of the settlement proper are good, but conditions existing in the im- 
mediate environment are very bad. Malarial fevers are occasionally 
observed. All residences are effectually screened. The settlement is 
surroundedv practicality upon all sides by extensive swamps in an 
advanced degree of stagnation. 

El Porvenir, 8 miles from Ceiba and situated along the beach near 
the mouth of the Juan Lopez River, has a population of about 2,000, 
natives, Caribs, and foreigners. Being one of the largest and most 
important distributing points for bananas and cocoanuts on the coast, 
all fruit steamers call there for cargo. The town is built upon sandy 
soil with a substratum of coarse gravel, which obviates in a measure 
the necessity for surface drainage, which does not exist. In general, 
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the houses are light frame structures with many openings, not one of 
which, however, is screened. The health conditions are fair. Ano- 
pheles are numerous and are continually present. There are no quar- 
antinable diseases in El Porvenir. 

Report from Puerto Cortes, fru it port — Stegomyia calopus present. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ames reports: Week ended May ^30. 
Present officially estimated population, about 2,400. General sanitary 
condition of this port and the surrounding country, veryj good. 
Stegomyia calopus present. 

Bills of health issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. 


Number of 
crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


May 25 
27 






22 
18 
29 
17 
19 


5 

2 
2 











28 




do 




28 


Bodo 







28 




do 














Temperature taken of all persons on above-named vessels on day of 
sailing. 

Report from Tela, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Roe reports: 

Week ended May 30. Present officially estimated population, [about 
1,250. General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 

Bills of health issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. 


Number of 
crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 

passengers 
in transit. 


Mav 28 






31 
19 



1 





30 


















INDIA. 

Reports from Calcutta — Transactions of Service — Cholera, plague, 
and smallpox — Plague in India and Bengal. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Allan reports, May 14 and 21 : 

During the week ended May 16 a bill of health was issued to the 
steamship Kazembe, bound for Boston and New York, with a total 
crew of 67 and 48 passengers for Colombo. The usual precautions 
were taken — the holds fumigated, rat guards placed on the wharf lines, 
and the Asiatics' effects disinfected. 

Week ended May 2. Two hundred and thirty deaths from cholera, 
73 from plague, and 15 from smallpox in Calcutta. 

In Bengal, week ended May 2, 368 cases and 336 deaths from plague. 

In India, during the same period, 6,803 cases and 5,579 deaths from 
plague. 



